
 

Declining Resources: 

- Declining water quality 

- Habitat loss for wildlife due to coastal developments 

- Direct impacts from tourist and tourism operator actions 

- Carbon emissions 

-  

 

 

Increasing demand  

- Tourism 

- 400 tourism operators within 348,000km2 of the Great Barrier 

Reef (GBR) 

- 2.3 million passenger transfers each year 

- 1.6 million visitors annually  

- 64,000 jobs  

- Communities and lifestyles 

- Tourism activities 

- Major attraction  
 

How to manage/ remedy  

- Australian Government has established Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 

whose mission is to provide long term protection for GBR. 

 

- Legislation such as, GBR marine park Act 1975 and GBR marine park regulations 

Act 1983. 

 

- Environmental management charge is collected from each visitor to the GBR on 

behalf of GBRMPA from the tourism operators.  

 

- Managing the size of vessels that go out onto the reef and the permitted number 

of passengers allowed on, which will help lessen carbon emissions and direct 

impacts of tourism. 

 

- Moorings and reef protection markers which shows operators where they 

cannot anchor their vessels, which will lessen habitat loss for the wildlife. 

 

- Partnerships between GBRMPA and marine park tourism industry stake holders. 

 

- GBRMPA provides tourism operators with benefits and incentives to operate at 

high levels of sustainability.  

 

- Australia’s ECO certification programme for tourism operators. 

 

- Integrated eye on the reef programme, where tourism operators keep an eye on 

the reef while out there and reporting back to GBRMPA on reef health and 

presence of species. 

 

- Reef health impact surveys, where tourism operators do a survey after an 

extreme event such as, cyclones, floods and coral bleaching and report back to 

the GBRMPA about the reefs health after these events. 

 

- Eyes and ears industry reporting, while the tourism operator are out on the 

water they report any violations such as illegal activity on the reef back to the 

GBRMPA.  
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