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How it is Achieved: 

 Stakeholder management and collaborative 

partnerships 

 An environmental management charge is 

collected from visitors 

 The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 

Authority (GBRMPA) have been established 

to protect the reef. 

 The GBRMPA provide long term protection  

 Stakeholders implement the required 

practices to keep the reef healthy 

 Zoning plans have established areas for 

nature based tourism 

 Visitor opportunities are managed by 

defining the number of passengers allowed 

on tours. 

 Protection markers identify areas where 

anchoring is prohibited which protects reefs 

 The GBRMPA provide tourism businesses 

with benefits if they operate to a high 

standard e.g. 15 year permits, promotion on 

the GBRMPA website and referrals to 

tourists. 

 Tourism operators have received training in 

assessing the environmental impacts 

 Tourism operators are taking action to 

minimise their carbon foot print 

 A long term sustainable development plan 

has been created for the reef 
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 In the long term the reef will deteriorate 

 Climate change 

 Declining water quality 

 Habitat loses  

 Increasingly constrained budgets 

 Carbon emissions  

 Habitats and species are threatened  

 The reef ecosystem is affected by what tourists do 

at the reef and what they do elsewhere 

 400 tourism operators accommodate 1.8 million visitor 

days and 2.3 million passenger transfers each year 

 One of the most diverse ecosystems in the world 

 World’s largest coral reef system 

 Variety of habitats and species 

 No other world heritage area contains as much 

biodiversity  

 One of the world’s best managed natural wonders, 

bringing more than 1.6 million visitors each year 

 Contributes more than AUD 5 billion to the Australian 

economy 

 Generates 64,000 jobs 

 Activities – beachcombing, diving, whale watching, 

boating, fishing and island resort stays. 


