
 

Great Barrier Reef  

Strategies 
 

 200 million is spent annually on maintaining the 

Reef.  

 Organisations help maintain the Reef. Great 

Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMP) 

manages tourism within the Reef. A range of 

regulatory tools and managed are used to 

ensure that sustainable tourism is being 

managed.  

 Environmental Management Charge (EMC) – 

on behalf on Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 

Authority (GBRMPA). GBRMPA looks after the 

water surrounding the islands. 

 Queensland National Parks and Wildlife 

Service (QNPWS) manage the islands. 

QNPWS and GBRMPA work together. 

 2050 long-term sustainability plan. Seven 

themes that are focused on are the 

ecosystem’s health, biodiversity, heritage, 

water quality, community benefits, economic 

benefits and governance. 

 Aim is to ensure the Reef continues to improve 

from now until 2050 so future generations can 

enjoy,  

 Aim will be established through minimising the 

development/shipping on ports, improving 

water quality and maintaining biodiversity. 

 Collaborative relationship between the 

GBRMPA and the Marine Park tourism industry 

stakeholders. This mutual interdependence is 

needed to ensure management is effective. 

They focus on the problems asscociated with 

tourism, and how it can be fixed. 

 Permits are created from organisations such as 

GBRMPA and QPWS to make sure 

conservation is sustainable. Permits reduce 

impact on sensitive areas, separate activities 

that may cause conflict, encourage responsible 

behaviour on the Reef and data collecting on 

what activities may be damaging to the park.  

 

 
 

Increasing Demand for Resources 
 

 One of the Seven Wonders of the World.  

 The biggest demand for this destination is the natural beauty and environment.  

It is the only living organism that can be seen from out of space. The coral reef stretches out to be 

2300km long. 

 Cultural diversity and cultural importance.  

 Opportunity to explore its fauna and flora (plant and animal species). There are several thousand 

different types of species such as fish, coral, molluscs, echinoderms, sea snakes, sponges, 

whales, dolphins and so on. 

 Opportunity to learn about the Reef, educate people the importance of the reef 

 Created a vast amount of activities such as snorkeling, scuba diving, reef walking, aircraft/helicopter 

tours, educational trips and cruise tours. 

 A wide range of accommodation surrounding the area. 

 There are a vast amount of organisations that help enhance the beauty and look after the 

environment so in future generations they also get to enjoy the destination. 

 Income for businesses. 

 Increase of tourist can result in an improvement in environmental planning and developing.  

                                            Declining Resources 
 

 Climate change occurs through the climate getting warmer, therefore has resulted in rising ocean 
temperatures, which can then have an effect on coral. Climate change can also have a negative 
impact on ocean acidification. This is due to high concentrations of carbon dioxide. 

 Habitat loss has occurred through the impact of coastal developments. Therefore wildlife could 

potentially become extinct. 

 Human activity on reef has resulted in an increase in pollutants and the reef has suffered a 

fair amount of damage, especially wetlands. This includes destructive fishing, overfishing and water 

waste.  

 Water loss. 

 Emissions used to get to the destination. 

 If the declining resources continue the Great Barrier Reef will be become a declining asset  

and it will then have an impact on the tourism industry as it will be reduced.  

 Level of shipping traffic is becoming a huge risk and could result in collisions and oil spills. 
 

 


