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 All stakeholders take part in to 
build capacity for participation in 
the decision of making 
processes and to implement the 
required practices and sharing 
information 

 The programs provides long 
term data sets for researchers, 
acting as a warning system for 
outbreaks of crown-of-thrones 
starfish, and adds depth to 
information that is presented to 
reef visitors.  

 
 The long term outlook for the Great Barrier Reef has deteriorated in the face of climate change, declining water quality and habitat loses 

associated with coastal development.  These challenges are compounded by increasingly limited budgets and by the demands associated 
with managing multiple partnership programs. 

 The Reef itself can be directly affected by what visitors do when they are at the Great Barrier Reef, including tourism activities, such as 
diving and boating, and other factors like increased pollution from high visitor numbers.  

Decreasing Resources 

Increasing Demand for 
Resources  Tourism operators at The Great Barrier Reef accommodate 1.8 million visitor days and 2.3 million passengers transfers a year, putting 

resources in the area in high demand all year round. 
 With such high demand and tourism numbers in the Great Barrier Reef, having a healthy reef ensures is vital for a healthy tourism industry 

and vice versa.  Active involvement and management of the reef by stakeholders, some 400 tourism operators, is vital to achieving 
sustainable tourism in the region, through various programs throughout the Marine Park to ensure the reef is well taken care of. 

 GBRMPA works within a strong 
legislative framework to manage the 
marine park and employs a range of 
regulatory tools and management 
plans to ensure that tourism is 
sustainably managed. 

 Activities and programs that 
GBRMPA are employed to focus on 
capacity building, mutual learning, 
information generation and open 
communication. 

 Established a statutory agency, the 
GBRMPA to protect this natural 
treasure for the benefit of the future 
generations. 

 The Integrated Eye on the Reef 
program includes the eye on the 
Reef Tourism Weekly Monitoring 
program, the sightings network and 
the Reef Health and Impact Survey 
programs. This long-running 
partnership between tourism 
operators, reef researchers and the 
GBRMPA provides a range of 
useful data and includes indicators 
of: reef health; the presence and 
abundance of iconic species; 
indicator and protected species, 
and unusual phenomenon. 


